
 

 

Mathematics - Mr. Conrad 

 

 

 

 

What’s Happening in the Classroom! 

Team Black News 

Team Contact Information: 

 Team Leader 

    Mr. Conrad -Mathematics 

tconrad@usd259.net 

 Mrs. Thackery—LA 

    hthackery@usd259.net 

 Mr. Pham –Science 

jpham1@usd259.net 

 Ms. Dellinger—Social Studies 

kdellinger@usd259.net 

 

*Dec 16 - 1st and 7th 
Hour Finals  
* Dec 17 - 2nd and 8th 
Hour Finals  
*Dec 19 - Last Day of 
School for Winter Break  
*Jan 6 - Return from 
Break 

Wilbur Middle School 

December 2019 

In math class, we will be continuing our Integers Unit and will 
continue building on those concepts moving forward. Honors 
math is diving into Geometry to finish the semester and can 
expect learning checks after each lesson. The math semester 
final will be given on December 16 and 17 and will cover all con-
cepts from this semester. They will be allowed to use their 
notes/summary pages on the test.  Honors class is currently 
working on a Partner Final Presentation that will be presented 
in class on December 16. This is part of the final grade. We are 
doing great things in math and I am excited for a strong push 
toward the end of December and Winter Break!!  

Hello all, 
I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving! This month in science will begin our Earth 
history unit. We will primarily focus on how we can use the age of rocks to explain 
our planet’s long 4.6 billion year history. In the last 2-3 weeks we have left of the se-
mester, students will be briefly learning about radioactive dating, relative age of rocks, 
fossils and fossil types, and the change in organisms through Earth’s history. It should 
be a very interesting unit as students start to question how the Earth was formed and 
how life began.  
Our essential questions, which the students should be able to answer by the end of the 
unit, are: 

How can fossil records be used to show changes in organisms within Earth’s his-
tory? 

How can you use the Law of Superposition with sedimentary rock layers to ex-
plain Earth’s history.  

 
One final reminder is that the science final exam will take place during the last week of 
the school before Christmas break, and will briefly cover the topics we’ve learned this 
semester. There will not be a test for the Earth History unit, as that will account for 
the majority of the final. Students should continue to expect classwork, notes, and labs 
every week. If you have any questions, concerns or comments, please feel free to email 
me. Thank you for your time! 

Important 

Dates: 

Mr. Pham—Science 



 

 

Language Arts - Mrs. Thackery  

Dear Family, 

In this unit, students will learn about events that alter one’s life, considering what 

kinds of things can lead a person to make major changes in his or her life. Students 

will read a variety of texts and view media as they discuss the Essential Question for 

the unit. 

ESSENTIAL QUESTION: 

As a class, in small groups, and independently, students will work to answer the 
question What can cause a sudden change in someone’s life? Give your student 
the opportunity to continue the discussion at home. 

 

 
 

 

Throughout this unit, we are going to complete a novel study of “The Outsiders”. We are 
already several chapters into the novel. Students are focusing on literary elements such as 
plot, foreshadowing, characterization, and theme. The first half of the final will be based 
on the vocabulary/literary terms/comprehension questions about “The Outsiders”. The 
second half of the final will be an article from ReadWorks, which is the same platform 
they complete homework from – this article will be a new article they have yet to read. 

Please encourage your child to check Google Classroom for any missed work if they are/
were absent for any period of day(s). I post any missed information from this unit on 

Google Classroom weekly. 

 

TALK IT OVER WITH YOUR STUDENT  

•  What are some of the ways you could answer the question What 
can cause a sudden change in someone’s life? 

•  What do these texts say about life-altering changes? What kinds of 
things would cause a people to make a major change to his or her 
life? 

•  Why do you think turning points are so popular in the media and 
in books and film? 



 

 

Ms. Dellinger—Social Studies 

As we enter December, we will finish our DBQ over Immigration. This is a writing 
assessment that is completed in class. The students take on the role of  a Cuban doc-
tor who must choose if  they want to stay in Cuba or move to either Argentina, 
Spain, or Canada. They research several push and pull factors and decide what the 
best choice is for them. 
 
We will be taking the semester Final on December 16 and 17. 
 
All missing work is due December 9th. 
 
Now is the perfect time to replenish your student’s supplies (paper, pencils, erasers, 
etc.). 

FINALS: 
 
Students will be taking their 1st and 7th hour class finals on 
Monday, December 16.  
They will take their 2nd and 8th hour class finals on Tues-
day, December 17.  
 
Tutoring is available Monday –Thursday after school until 4:30. You 
or your student can ask a teacher to be added to the list for that day 
if  it is not full already.  
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